
2025 Training

Thank you for your prayers, time, and willingness 

to assist with the Bishop’s Appeal!



Stewardship Prayer

O God, source of life and every blessing,

All that we have comes from You.

Help us to walk in Your ways as faithful

Disciples of Jesus, teaching us to  be good and 

Faithful stewards of Your many blessings.

Lord, grant us the grace to receive Your gifts

Gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share

Them in justice and love with others, and return them with increase to You, our Father

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen



2024 Results 



2025 Goals



Parish Goals

• See Manual and Letter received from Fr. Simon Peter to Parish 
Priest

• https://htdiocese.org/parish-resources

https://htdiocese.org/parish-resources


Ministries Supported



Seminarian Education

Your generous gifts to our Bishop’s Appeal provide 
essential funding each year to cover the annual 
costs of educating our seminarians right here in 
our diocese. Your gifts provide resources for our 
diocese to: 

• Educate our 6 seminarians 
• Cover the annual average cost of $45,000 to 

educate each seminarian
• Provide for their education, room, board, and 

sometimes healthcare needs.
• Educate and provide formation to our 2 men in 

formation within the House of Formation 



Retired Priests

Your generous gifts and prayers to our Bishop’s 
Appeal provides necessary and essential 
health care, long term care and supplemental 
income. Once a priest retires, a church parish 
is no longer supporting his income, therefore 
the priest is then supported and funded 
through the diocesan priest retirement. Your 
gift provides the essential support such as: 

• Support our beloved 18 retired priests of our 
diocese with supplemental retirement 
income 

• Funds supplemental health insurance, 
• Funds long-term care needs and 
• Other required services for them to continue 

to live in our diocese. 



Formation Ministries

Your generous gifts to our Bishop’s Appeal 
provide essential funding each year to 
cover the annual costs of fostering a deep 
relationship with our Lord in both youth and 
adults in our diocese. Your gifts provide 
resources for our diocese to:  
• Training of youth and adult formation 

leaders to better serve our parishes 
• Serving 500+ college students through 

campus ministry at St. Thomas Aquinas 
located on Nicholls State University 
through Colonel Catholics 

• Serving the community with formation 
and evangelization events such as 
Theology on Tap



Ethnic Ministries
Thank you for your generous support of our 
Ethnic Ministries. Celebrating and supporting 
the many different ethnicities across our 
diocese is incredibly important to our culture 
and heritage. The diocese has three ethnic 
ministry offices: Hispanic Ministry, African 
American Ministry, and Native American 
Ministry. These offices evangelize through: 

• Our ethnic ministries include African 
American, Native American, Vietnamese, and 
Hispanic ministries. Each of these ministries 
is unique to our diocese providing education 
with culture and spiritually serving a large 
population within our community. 

 



Catholic Schools Office
Your prayers and support to our Bishop’s Appeal gives necessary 
resources to work with and support our teachers, staff and 
administration at all 10 of our Catholic schools. Our Office of Catholic 
Schools provides educational opportunities for our staff to grow 
spiritually and academically ensuring our students have well-formed 
teachers who have innovative curriculum at their fingertips. As the 
largest evangelization ministry of our diocese, the Office of Catholic 
Schools supports our school and students by: 

• Serving our 10 Catholic Schools with over 4,800 students being 
the largest ministry of our diocese 

• Professional development to our 500 teachers through teacher 
convocations and other opportunities

• Access to a Curriculum Specialist and growth within the 
classroom 

• Consultative support for administration and development 
• Evaluation of classroom performance and COGNIA accreditation 

tools 
• Certification tracking for all teachers 
• Academic testing and performance review
• Curriculum Specialist consultation for all schools



Poster 



Brochure 



Brochure - Thibodaux



Brochure – South Lafourche



Brochure – Houma



Letters



Non-Donor Post Card



In Pew 



Prayer Card



Timeline 
• 2025 Trainings – January 14 – 21

• Catholic Schools Art Contest – January 17 – 31

• 1st Letter Mailed – January 29

• Education Weekend – February 1 – 2

• Commitment Weekend – February 8 – 9

• Follow Up Weekend – February 15 -16

• Thank You Weekend – February 22 – 23

• 2nd Mailing – April 7

• Annual Report – August 18

• Lagniappe Mailing – November 3



Key Concepts

• Catholic Schools Week Art Contest
• Monthly Messages
• Celebration Lunches
• Guest Speakers



Digital Marketing 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/5uadwizt7rjez83gpni89/AAAuJk9fYNKKJZ9yeq-
EL0c?rlkey=yvhxbkfekfh9n6poan5ywrauo&dl=0 



Priest’s Roles
• Make a personal commitment and put your gift in 

collection at mass to show leadership from parish 
priest.  
• Share with the people how YOU were impacted as a 

seminarian or will be as a retired priest 

• Ensures staff at parish are following Manual
• Social Media posts are used timely, and websites are 

adjusted 

• Actively engaged in the appeal process
• Directly asks for and encourages participation focused 

on building community



Parish Coordinators

• Make sure posters are placed in the Church Parish no later 
than January 31st 

• Bishop’s Appeal Button added to web for ease of giving
• Weekly Social Media posts as driven by Manual/Flocknote
• Coordinate with guest speaker 
• Understand each ministry and the new additions 
• Let us know If additional materials are needed
• Receive weekly reminder email beginning in January



Ways to Give

• In Pew at your parish

• Online at htdiocese.org/bishopsappeal

• QR Cods

• Mail Checks PO Box 505, Schriever, LA 
70395
• Made payable to ‘Bishop’s Appeal’

• Payroll Deduction



Contact Information

• Amy Ponson, Executive 
Director of the CFSL 

• 985-850-3116 or 
504.756.7836

• aponson@htdiocese.org

• Logan Crosby
•  Development Associate 
• 985-850-3136
• lcrosby@htdiocese.org

• Michelle Ohmer
• Application Coordinator 
• 985-850-3175
• mohmer@htdiocese.org

mailto:aponson@htdiocese.org
mailto:lcrosby@htdiocese.org


Questions? 

Thank You!
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